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Some things that matter in Grammar
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Michael Swan

This talk explores the good and bad reasons for teaching grammar, discusses setting realistic goals for
learners to help them prioritise what is most important. After a look at fashions in grammar teaching and
the various explanations, examples and exercises: will this reveal what makes them work?

Michael‘s many publications include Practical English Usage, the Cambridge English Course and the new
Oxford English Grammar Course [both with Catherine Walter]. His interests are pedagogic grammar,
mother tongue influence in SLA and the relationship between applied linguistic theory and classroom

language teaching practice. He has had extensive experience with adult learners and worked with many
teachers in many countries
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